: - 400002-2
STAIZ-)I—ecIassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/01/12 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000403

b

OF TERRORISM

European Community nations
aren't selling any more surplus
butter to Libya.

Business executives abroad are
turning in their highly visible lim-
ousines for modest sedans. Engi-

) neers in Massachusetts are devel-
oping a “sniffer” that can detect even the tiniest scent of
explosives. United States Army bases in Germany are
being guarded against intruders by loud-honking geese.

In these and other ways, Western nations are learning
to counter the threat of international terrorism.

But terrorist attacks are on the rise worldwide. And few
terrorists have been brought to justice. A report from the

Authorities on terrorism generally reject the notion that
terrorism can be wiped out entirely. For the immediate
future, they see it as a problem to be managed, not solved.
But they insist that much more can be done to contro] it

From scores of interviews with terrorist experts in
recent months, the following broad conclusions emerge
about countering terrorism:

Diplomatic measures

“The single most important step,” says Italian authority
Franco Ferracuti, “is international cooperation.” But such
cooperation is difficult, he cautions, because nations have
different traditions, laws, and economies. Intelligence ger-

i i hare information, feari leaks abroad.
Courts are concerned that e tion coi elp bring a
foreign government's political enemies home for punish-
ment. Politicians fear that sanctions against nations back-
ing terrorism could disadvantage their own economies.

There are differences, too, in the definition of terrorism.
European nations, with a history of domestic terrorism,
tend to see it as a criminal problem. But Israel, which is at
war with its Arab neighbors, sees it as a form of warfare
demanding a military response — a view increasingly

prevalent in America.

An international consensus is growing, however, about
ways to deal with the problem. For example: the six-point
Statement issued earlier this month by the heads of the
seven industrial nations at the Tokyo summit. Galvanized
by the US bombing of Libya April 15 and the European
Community decision April 21 to impose sanctions against
Libya, summit leaders agreed to ban arms sales to terror-
ist-sponsoring nations, deny entry to suspected terrorists,
improve extradition procedures, impose tougher immigra-
tion and visa requirements, and improve cooperation
among security organizations.

They also agreed to impose size limits on diplomatic
staffs from offending nations. Since the US bombing of
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Libya, Libyans have been expelled from Britain, West
Germany, France, Italy, Spain, Denmark, Belgium, the
Netherlands, and Luxembourg,

Experts, in fact, pinpoint embassies and consulates as
an essential link in the terrorism support system. “The
European Community generally has been far too weak in
using its rights under the Vienna Convention,” says Pay]
Wilkinson of the University of Aberdeen,

That convention, dating from 1815, establishes rules
concerning diplomatic immunity and the diplomatic
pouch. Under those Pprotections, Libya, Iran, Syria, and
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Some of that sifting is now being done through

l, whose central computer facility in Paris js

proving useful in tracking the movements of terrorists
and weapons.
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From his office in Rome, Judge Rosario Priore can
look out his window at the Tiber River — through
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